SWANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
TENANCY AGREEMENT 

FOR ALLOTMENT GARDEN(S)
(that is plots up to 40 poles or 0.101 hectares)

for domestic cultivation only

THIS AGREEMENT made the XX, between the Swannington Parish Council, of the Village Hall, Main Street, Swannington, LE67 8QL  (hereinafter called the Council) and XXXX  (hereinafter called the Tenant) by which it is agreed that: 

1. The Council shall let to the Tenant for him/her to hold as Tenant from year to year the allotment plot of the approximate area of 200 square yards (being part of the Allotment Gardens provided by the Council at XXX  and numbered 116 in the Council’s Allotment Garden Register. 

2. The Tenant shall pay a yearly rent of £25.00 on the 1st day of May in each year and the first such payment shall be due on the first day of April after the commencement of the Tenancy. 

3. The Tenancy may be terminated by either party to this Agreement serving on the other not less than one months' written notice to quit.
4. The Tenant shall normally reside within the Parish of Swannington or wihti 3 miles thereof during the continuance of the Tenancy. 

5. The Tenant shall, during the Tenancy, carry out the following obligations: 

a) The Allotment Garden shall be kept in a clean, decent and good condition and properly cultivated and mown/cut during the months of April to October annually. 

b) No nuisance or annoyance shall be caused by the Tenant to any Tenant of any other part of the Allotment Gardens provided by the Council.  Any case of dispute between the Tenant and any other Tenant of an Allotment Garden shall be referred to the Council whose decision shall be final.

c) No livestock or poultry of any kind shall be kept upon the Allotment Garden other than reasonable numbers of hens and rabbits for the tenant’s own domestic consumption, and only with the Council’s permission first.
d) No dog shall be left unattended in the area of the Allotment Gardens by the Tenant or by anyone acting with his/her authority or approval.  Dogs must be kept on a lead at all times.  Owners must clean up after their own dog.

e) The Tenant shall not assign the Tenancy nor sub-let nor part with the possession of any part of the Allotment Garden.

f) The Tenant shall not erect any building or other permanent structure on the Allotment Garden nor fence the Garden without first obtaining the written consent of the Council.  No structure shall be larger than 10ft x 12ft.

g) The Tenant shall maintain in decent order all fences and ditches bordering the Allotment Garden and shall keep trim and in decent order all hedges forming any boundary of the Allotment Garden.

h) The Tenant shall not without first obtaining the written consent of the Council cut, lop or fell any tree growing on the Allotment Garden.

i) The Tenant shall cultivate the Allotment Garden for, and shall use it only for, the production of fruit, vegetables and flowers for domestic consumption by him/herself and his/her family.  It is not to be used for commercial gain.

j) The Tenant shall permit the inspection and maintenance, at all reasonable times, of the Allotment Garden by any Officer or Employee of the Council.

k) The Tenant shall not obstruct, nor permit the obstruction of, any of the paths on the Allotment Gardens set out for the use of the Tenants of the Allotment Gardens. 

l) The Tenant shall not use barbed wire for a fence adjoining any path set out by the Council for the use of the Tenants of the Allotment Gardens.

m) On termination of this Tenancy Agreement if any items or rubbish are left on the allotment plot they shall be removed and disposed of as the Council sees fit and recharged to the previous Tenant.  Clearance of ditches if required will also be recharged.
n) The Tenant is not to deposit, nor allow other persons to deposit, on the Allotment Garden any refuse or any decaying matter (except manure and compost in such quantities as may be reasonably required for use in cultivation) or place any matter in the hedges, ditches or dykes situate in the allotment field of which the Allotment Garden forms part or in the adjoining land.  Anything burnt on any Tenant's plot(s) must be generated from the Tenant's own plot.

o) The allotment gate must be closed at all times.

6. If the Tenant shall have been in breach of any of the foregoing provisions of this Agreement, the Council may re-enter upon the Allotment Garden and the Tenancy shall thereupon come to an end but without prejudice to any right of the Council to claim damages for any such breach or to recover any rent already due before the time of such re-entry but remaining unpaid. 

7. On the termination of this Tenancy the Tenant shall be entitled to receive such compensation as is provided for by the Allotment Gardens Acts 1908 to 1950 but, if the Tenant shall have been paid or promised any compensation by any incoming Tenant of the Allotment Garden, the Tenant shall, before claiming any compensation from the Council, give to it notice in writing of the matters in respect of which any such compensation has been paid or promised. 

8. This Tenancy shall terminate after two months following the death of the Tenant.  Notwithstanding this, the relatives shall be contacted during this time to ascertain their intentions.

9. This Tenancy may also be terminated in any of the following manners:

a) By either party giving the other one months' previous notice in writing expiring on or before the 1st April in any year.

b) By re-entry by the Council at any time after giving 3 months' previous notice in writing to the Tenant on account of the allotment garden being required i) for any purpose (not being the use of the same for agriculture) for which it has been appropriated under any statutory provision or ii) for building, mining or any other industrial purpose or for road or sewers necessary in connection with any of those purposes

c) By re-entry by the Council at any time after giving one month’s previous notice in writing to the Tenant: i) if the rent or any part thereof is in arrears for not less than forty days whether legally demanded or not or ii) if it appears to the Council that there has been a breach of conditions and agreements on the part of the Tenant herein contained and provided that if such a breach be of the conditions or rules affecting the cultivation of the Allotment Gardens at least three months have elapsed since the commencement of the Tenancy or iii) if the Tenant shall become bankrupt.

10. The Council will not be held responsible for any property left at the Allotment Gardens by any Tenant.  All thefts, damage etc is to be claimed for against the plot holder’s own insurance.
11. Any notice required by this Agreement to be given to the Council shall be delivered to, sent by post or emailed to the Clerk of the Council and any notice to be given to the Tenant shall be treated as sufficiently served if left at or delivered by recorded delivery post at the address at the head of this Agreement. 

12. In the use of Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG) on the allotment plot, the Tenant shall ensure the following:

a) Health & Safety signs are displayed in a prominent site on the plot: red prohibition notice "No Smoking" and yellow mandatory notice "LPG"

b) All empty canisters / cylinders are removed (returned to supplier)

c) Canisters / cylinders are properly secured in an upright position (chained or caged) in open space away from access or occupation by other Tenants / Public

d) Canisters / cylinders are kept well away from combustible materials, vehicles, electrical equipment and bonfires as these are sources of ignition

e) Do not use chlorate-based weed-killer as this is highly hazardous

f) Pipework / flexible hose from cylinder to point of use is adequately protected from accidental damage

g) To dial 999 for police in event of leak or fire - notify that LPG is on the premises

Signed:

Tenant





Fiona Palmer








Clerk to the Council

Date
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Adopted February 2021; reviewed November 2023.
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